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FOREWORD 


This  issue  of  the  Digest  of  Out standinp:  Federal  and  State 
Legislation  Affecting  Rural  Land  Use  begins  the  neY{  series  of  semi- 
montrily  bulletins'  for  1941,-  No  radical  changes  have  been  niade  in 
the  general- plan  -  of  arrangement  of  material.  Each  bulletin  "i\dll 
carry  a  table-  of  Legislative  Sessions  and-  there-  mil  be  separate 
sections  for  Federal  and  State  Legislat-ion.  These  sections  T-dll  in 
tujfn  be-  divided-  into  two  parts ,  one-  for  bills  introduced  and  the 
other  for  lavra  enacted.  No  reports  of  laws  enacted  were  available 
for  this  issue.  ■    •  - 

In  the-  section  dealing  vj--ith  ■  State  Legislation^  digests  vvill 
be  arranged  alphabetically^  by  subject  matter  classification  and  al^-- 
phabetically  by  State  within  the  subject  matter  classification. 
Federal  Legislation  will  be  arranged  alphabetically  by  subject  nat- 
ter classification  •  and-  numer-ically  by  bill  number  or  by  public  lav;- 
number  wit liin  the  subject  matter  of- classification. 

Readers  of  the  bulletin  should  keep  in  mind  tliat  there  are 
several-  limitations-  upon  the  completeness-  and  tim.eliness  of  the  di- 
gests reported.  -  First-  of  all,  from  the  great  mass  of  incoming 
bills  it  is-necessaiy  to  select  those  which  seem,  to  be  of  outstand- 
ing importance.  In  the  second- place ,  there  is  a.n  unavoidable  time 
lag  between  legislative  action  and  the-  arrival  of  copies  of  bills 
in  the  Washington- off  ice  .■  Finally,  it  should  be- noted  that  no  ef- 
fort is  made  to-  report  the  progress  of  bills  in  the  bulletin  prior 
to  their  final  enactm^ent.-  If  the  ■  reader  is- unable  to  locate  the 
digest  -of  a  particular  bill-  -in- vrhich  he  is  interested,  whether 
State  or  Federal,  or  if-  he  desires  a  report  on  the  progress  of  par- 
ticular-bills, -it  may  be  possible- to  supply  the  information  thi^ough 
correspondence  or  by  telephone. 


FEDERAL  IF.GISIATION  -  BILLS  INTRODUCED 


■  Credit  and  Insurance 

Debt.  Adjustment.  .  , 

Ad.iuGtment  of  Production  Credit  Loans .  In  counties  wr^ere  it 
is  necessary  to  assist  in  the  voluntary  adjustment  of  indebtedness 
betvj-een  farm  debtors  and  creditors,  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture' 
would  be  authorized  to  atipoint  debt  adjustment  commi-ttees.  In  case 
the  .Go.vernm.ent  is  a  creditor  by  reason  of  a  production  credit  loan, 
this  committee  would  submit  to  the  Secretary  its  recommendation  for 
the  adjustment  'of  the  debt,  and  the  Secretary  .could  assent  to  the 
adjustment  upon  whatever  terms  he  deemed  appropriate  to  protect  the 
interests  of  the  Government  and  the  rehabilitation  of'  the  debtor. 
Under  Title  II  of  the  bill,  any  farmer  vrhose  farm  has  been  fore-' 
closed,  and  who  is  una.ble  to  repurchase  it  from  the  foreclosing . 
bank  or  corporation  would  be  ent5_tled  to  apply  to  the  .  Secretary  of 
Agriculture  frr  relief  through  the  county  farm  debt  adjustment  com- 
mittee. The  Secretary  in  turn  would  have  power  to  take  the  neces- 
sary steps  for  conveyance  of  the  property  to  the  Federal  Farm  Mort- 
gage Corporation,  This  Corporation  would  then  lease  the  farm  to 
the  former  oivner  with  a  contract  for  repurchase.  (H,  R.  "'■iOO,'* 
Mr.  Hull^  Januarj^  3.) 

Refinancing:  Farm  Debts «  TiTould  au.thorize  the  Federal  Farm 
Mortgage  Corporation  to  refinance  m.ortgages .  on '  farms  vihich  are  per- 
sonally occupied  and  operated  by  the  o^.vner*  IVhen  he  is  unable  to 
meet  pa;^.ents  under  existing  mortgages,  and  cannot  secure  assist- 
ance from  any  other  Federal  agency,  county  committees  would  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture  to  examine  applications, 
appraise  the  farm.s  and  certify  loans.  (K,  R.^  158, '^"'llr.  Voorhis, 
January  3 . ) 


Forestry 

Management  .      ■  ■       •  ' 

Range  Improvements  on  National  Forests .  From,  the  beginning 
of  the  next  fiscal  year,  10  percent  of  the  incom.e'  from  national 
forests  would  be  made  available  for  expenditure  by  the  Secretary  of 
Agriculture  in  making  and  miaintaining  range  improvemients,  including 
the"  development  of  water  resources,  fencing,  reforestation  and  re- 
seeding  within  the  national  fyrests  in  the  States  from  which  the 
proceeds  are  derived.     (S.  3,'  lir.  McCarran,  January  6.) 

Sustained  Yield  Fore st  Management .  For  the  purpose  of  sta- 
bilizing commimlties,  forest  industries,  em-ployinent  and  taxable 
forest  T/'ealth,  and  to  secure  the  benefits  of  forests  in  the  regula- 
tion of  water  supply  and  stream,  flow,  as  well  as  assuring  a  contin- 
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uous  and  ample  s-applj^  of  forest  products,  this  bill  would  authorize 
the  Secretary  of  Agriculture  to  enter  into  cooperative  agreements 
■'Nlth  v/illing  landoi'-mers  for  the  coordinated  management  of  sus- 
tained vield  forest  units  located  -holly  or  partly  7,dthin  national 
forests.  Consideration  of  these  agreements  would  be:  (l)  Assur- 
ance of  the  privilege  of  purchasing  national  forest  timber  v/ithin 
the  unit  concerned^  of  (2)  the  benefits  to  be  obtained  by  having 
the  ovjners'  land  managed  for  sustained  ;^'lelds  as  a  part  of  the  unit 
involved.  In  general,  the  agreements  would  provide  for  limiting 
the  timber  cut  to  the  productive  capacity  of  the  lard.  (K.  P..  572,^ 
Ibr,  Doxey,  January  5.) 

Oregon  and  Washington.  Would  provide  for  the  coordinated 
management  of  public  and  private  forests  in  the  States  of  Oregon 
and  Washington  through  the  establishraent  of  sustained  ^rield  units 
and  the  consummation  of  cooperative  a-greoments  betirecn  public  land- 
owners and  the  public  agencies  concerned.  The  objectives  of  this 
bill  are  approximately  the  sam.c  as  those  in  H.  R.  57Z^  v.dth  the  ex- 
ception that  the  provisions  would  appl;-  onlj'"  to  Y/ashington  and 
Oregon.  There  is  also  an  added  provision  for  the  expanding  of  na- 
tional forest  ■  areas  through  public  purchase  in  those  instances 
where  such  a  course  seems  preferable  to  the  cooTDcr'^^tive  agreement 
plan.     (H.  R.  615/  Fr.  Fierce,  Januar;-  3.) 

Forest  Restoration .  Under  the  title  "Cooperative  Forest 
Restoration  Act,"  this  bill  proposes  r  more  intricate  system  of  co- 
operative agreements  and  voluntary  leases  than  H.  R,  £72,  applying 
to  all  "forest  lands,  potential  forest  lajids  and  land  to  bo  retired 
from  cultivation."  The  work  required  und^.r  these  agre:.m.ent s  or 
leases  might  include -but  v;oiild  not'  be  limJ.ted  to  "plrjitini;-,  thin- 
ning, cruising,  mcarking  and  cutting,  harvesting  and  marketing  of 
forest  products  and  protecting  the  forest  gro\Tbh  involved  from 
trespass,  fire,  disi-asc  and  insects."  State  and  county  advisory 
committees  Y/ould  be  set  up,  the  for;ri.er  appointed  by  thu  Secretary 
of  Agriculture,  and  the  latter  appointed  bj,'-  the  State  committee. 
The  State  committee  would  consist  of  the  Dii'ector  of  Extension,  the 
State  forester,  a  representative  of  the  Forest  Service,  a  repre- 
sentative of  the  Soil  Conservation  Service,  a  representative  of  the 
Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics,  3  farm.ers,  1  banker  and  1  ovmer 
or  occupier  of  forest  lands,  './ith  the  advice  of  tlicse  coim^dttccs, 
areas  would  be  designated  as  "forest  restoration  units"  ajid  the  co- 
operative agreements  or  leases  would  be  confined  to  those  units. 
Agreements  or  leases  entered  into  would  specify  the  stated  share  of 
expenditures  made  by  the  Unit^.d  States  per  acre  on  which  rcpajonent 
to  the  United  Stotcs  is  to  be  computed,  or  the  pajTiicnts  to  be  mrde 
to  timber  landov;ners  for  carrjT-ing  out  forest  practices.  In  cither 
case,  the  landov.Tier  iTould  retain  title  to  the  land,  b-!it  the  Secre- 
tary would  be  authorized  to  protect  the  investment  of  the  United 
States  by  a  mortgage  on  the  products  of  the  land.  Reimbursement 
vrould,  of  course,  be  made    by    the    landowner  out  of  income  derived 


from  use  of  the  land  and  from  the  sale  of  its  products.  Congress 
would  be  authorized  to  appropriate  such  sums  as  it  might  deem  nec- 
essary from  tim.e  to  time  to  carry  out  this  program.  (H.  R.  969, 
Fir ,  Fulmer ,  January  3 . ) 

Land  Tenure 

Landl or d-T  e nant  Re la t  ion s  hip  s 

Insured  Loans  •  t_o  Farmers.  These  bills  vrould  amend  the 
Bankhe ad- Jones  ..Farm.  Tenant  Act  by  providing  goverrment  insured 
loans  to  farmer 3 -in  order  to  encourage  the  sale"  of  -farms  held  by 
cibsentec  ovnnc-rs  to  farm,  tenants^  and  to  perm.it  tenant  .farmers  to 
become  oimers  of  farm  houses  on  a  convenient  ,:long-term  plan. 
(S.  100,'' IvW  Leej  H.  R,  IQYl/  ¥t,  Patman;  H.  R.  1422/  Ivlr..  Pace; 
H.  R,  161l/l\xr.  Nichols;  Januar^^  6  and  January  8,)- 

Rehabilitation  of  Low  Income  Farm.crs .  Would  authorize  loans 
by  the  Department  of  Agriculture  (not  to  e>:cec.d  |2,000)  to  tenants 
and  sharecroppers  for  the  p-orchasc  of  land,  homes  and  equipment. 
Applicants  vrould  be  required  (l)  to  have  the  recomjnendation  of  the 
county  agent,  (2)  to  be  under  55  years  of  age,  (S)  to  oym  no  farm 
or  other  real  property  and  (4)  to  be  qualified  as.  to  integrity. 
Loans  w^ould  be  secured  by  the  i  irst  ■  mortgages  with  interest  at  not 
to  exceed  4  percent  over  a  period  of  24  years,  and  would  be  lirrdted 
in  number  to  10  for  each  county.  Additional  loans  of  $400  each 
would  be  authorized  for  crop  production  to  the  same  applicants  and 
to  other  farmers  ■  unable  to  secure  ■  necessary''  credit  from  other 
sources.  A  .'1^)75,000,000  annual^  appropriation  would  be  authorized. 
(S.  81,^lir.  McKellar,  Januarys.)  " 


i/arketing 

Agricultural  Prices  and  IncoMC 

Am.cndments  to  1958  AAA  Act.  In  order  to  promote  the  orderly 
marketing  of  hogs  and  ba.rle^-^  at  fair  prices  in  interstate  and  for- 
eign commerce,  and  to  insure  producers  a  parity-  income  from  those 
products  based  upon  parity  price  or  cost  o.f  production  (whichever 
is  higher),  those  two  bills  would' a --Vi  hogs  and  barley  to  the  list 
of  comm.odities  already  covered  by  the;  1938  Act.  The  general  plan 
for  calc\ilating  pajincnts  to  farir^drs  would  be  substantia.llj'  the  same 
as  for  other  products,     (H,  40  T.nd  H.  42, 'Ivlr .  Burdick,     January  3.) 

Surplus  for  .Cotton  and  Cel?Lulous  Pulp.  Would  authorize  the 
Secretary  of  Agricultiu\. ,  through  the  Federal  Surplus  Marketing  Ad- 
ministration, to  purchase  "carry-over"  cotton  and  to  designate  it 
as  "pulping  surplus  cotton."    This  cotton  could  then  be  disposed  of 
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to  foreign  and  domestic  irianufacturers  of  cellulous  pulp.  There 
\Yould  be  a  processing  tax  levy  upon  the  first  domestic  processing 
of  cellulous  pulTD  at  a  rate  as  high  as  50  percent  of  the  value  in 
the  case  of  pulp  vrarth  less  than  $5  per  ton,  and  as  low  as  12  per- 
cent of  the  value  of  pulp  worth  more  than  $19  per  ton.  There  would 
likevsrisG  be  an  importation  tax  equal  to  the  ?jiiount  of  the  process- 
ing tax  in  the  case  of  pulp  imported  into  the  United  States,  The 
bill  provides  a  scale  of  prices  for  the  disposition  of  pulping  sur~ 
plus  cotton  based  ,  on  its  quality  cjid  the  percentage  to  he  used  in 
the  pulp,     (K.  gg;"' i.'Ir.  Fulmer,  January  3,) 

Agricultural  Comjuoditics  Parity  Act  of  1940,  For  each  "bas- 
ic agricultural  commodity"  (ifheat,  rye,  flax,  barley,  cotton,  corn, 
grain  sorghuiiis,  hogs,  rice,  tobacco  and  peanuts),  the  Secretary  of 
Agriculture  would  be  authorized  annually  to,  investigate  and  deter- 
mine whether  or  not  the  "current  average  farm  price"  is  less  than, 
or  is  likely  to  be  less  .th£in  the  fair  exchange  valxie  (based  on  prc- 
Y/ar  period,  August,  1909,-  to-  July,  1914,.  except  for  tobacco  Tfhich 
is  based  on  the  post-v/ar  period  August,  1919,  to  July, '1929),  For 
those  commodities  upon  which  :thc  finding  is  in  the  affirmative ,  t he 
Secretary  vrould-  be  authorized  (l)  to  enter  into  agreements  with 
producers  for  the  adjustment  of  acreage  or  production  for  market  in 
consideration  of  rental  or  benefit  pa3nnents,  or  (Z)  to  ex^^end  a- 
vailable  funds  for  the  removal  of  quojitities  of  any  basic  commodity 
from  normal  channels  of  trade  and  commerce,  and  for  the  cDrpansion 
of  domestic  and  foreign  unrkets.  The  miajor  cost-  of  the  pr'-'gram 
vrould  be  paid  by  direct  appropriations  offset  bj'"  the  proceeds  de- 
rived from  a  system  of  processing  taxes..  (H,  R,  56-5,  Ibr.  Doxey, 
January  3 . ) 

Agricultural  Equality  Act  of  1941.  .  For  all  ".farm  products 
of  the  soil,  poultry,  and  livestock,  and  the  processed  product's  end 
byproducts  thereof  yielding  exportable  surpluses,  or  traded  in 
speculative  markets,  except  those  tha.t  are  perishable,"  the  Adjnin- 
istr'-^tor  of  the  Surplus  Commiodities  Corporation  would  be  authorized 
annually  to  detormdne  the  average  cost  of  production  to  farmers. 
This  determination  vrould  be  ma-de  through  public  hearings,  md  vrould 
be  based,  among  other  things,  upon  ta:>ces,  overhead  charges,  compen- 
sation to  farm  operators  for  management,  and  for  Labbrrf or .  them.- 
selves  and  for  families  together  v/ith  adequate  allov:ances  for  de- 
preciation of  soil,  im.provemcnts- and  equipment.  The  Administrator 
would  then  be  authorized;  annually  t,-;  estimate  the  volume  of  produc- 
tion for  the  current  year,  ■  and  to  estiriiate.  (l)  the  domestic  con- 
sumption, (2)  the  quantity  to  be  distributed  in  intrastate  commerce 
vihich  might  affect  the  price  '  of  the  portion  to  be  distributed  in 
interstate  end  foreign  comjnerce,.  (3)  the  c}umtity  remaining  v/hich 
should  be  held  in  ever-normal  grejiarics,  and  (4)  the  amouirt' for. ex- 
port. After  these  determin?.tions'  hc?A'-e  been  me.de,  dealers  and  proc- 
essors would  be  required  to  pay  the  producers  not  less  than  the  av- 
erage cost  of  production  price    "for  such  percentage  '"^f  each  deliv- 
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ery  of  such  agricultural  product  as  is  not  estimated  for  export  or 
for  ever-normal  granaries  or  vfarehouse  reserves."  Upon  deliverj^  of 
any  product,  the  producer  is  entitled  to  tvro  receipts ,  one  shomng 
the  quantity  and  grade  of  the  product  to  be  kept  in  the  ever-normal 
granary,  and  the  other  shoYri.ng  the  export  quantity  grade  and  per- 
centage. These  receipts  vrould  be  redeemable  through  the  Post  Of- 
fice Department  at  a  value  based  upon  the  aiaount  realized  r-rhen  re- 
serves and  export  percentages  have  been  sold.  Administration  of 
the  Act  would  be  handled  through  the  present  farmer  comj?lttee  or- 
ganization set  u.p  under  the  Agricultural  Adjustment  Act.  (H.  R. 
98 5, Air.  Hill,  January  3.) 

This  proposal  is  similar  to  H.  R.  S85,  mth  the  chief  excep- 
tion that  "parity  price"  rather  than  "cost  of  production"  would  tee 
the  basis  of  calculation.  Parity  price  is  defined  in  the  usual 
terms  based  on  the  pre-v/ar  period  from  August,  1909  to  July,  1914. 
(H.  R.  1101>/'l'!r.  Ivlassingale,  January  3.) 

Riblic  Land  Administration 

Park  and  Recreation  Lands 

Forests  Adjacent  to  Highways.  Would  authorize  expenditure 
by  the  Secretary  of  Agricultui-e  of  not  to  exceed  5  percent  of  the 
Congressional  appropriation  for  Federal  aid  highways  in  acquiring 
forest  lands  adjacent  to  highways,  roads  and  trails  heretofore  or 
hereafter  to  be  constructed  v/ith  the  use  of  Federal  funds.  The 
purpose  of  this  acquisition  would  be  to  preserve  or  re  store  natural 
beauty  along  highways,  roads  and  trails,  (H.  R,  957,'-''I,!r,  Angell, 
Janusxy  3.)  ' 


Services  to  Agriculture 

Pest  and  Weed  Control 

Weed  Eradication.  Would  authorize  the  expenditure  of 
$750,000  during  1941  for  the  construction  of  an  alkali  chlorates 
plant  in  the  vicinity  of  Bonneville  Dam,  and  an  annual  sum  of 
$240,000  for  the  operation  of  the  plant.  Provision  Yfould  then  be 
made  for  cooperation  vrLth  the  States  in  the  distribution  of  alkali 
chlorates  manufactured  at  Bonneville  for  the  eradication  of  noxious 
weeds.     (H.  R.  613y'Ifr.  Pierce,  January  3.) 


-  6  - 


Taxation  of  Real  Property 
Payments  in  Lieu  of  Taxe^ 

Department  of  Agricjultui^  Yfould  revise  the  method  of  de- 
termining payments  to  be  made  by  the  United  States  to  States  with 
respect  to  conservation  lands  subject  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
Department  of  Agriculture.  According  to  the  revised  plan^  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  iTould  be  instructed  to  pay  to  each  State 
after  the  close  of  each  fiscal  year  (l)  25  percent  of  the  gross  re- 
ceipts from  timber  sales  Tdthin  the  State  (payments  could  not  ex- 
ceed j-n  any  one  year  one-half  of  one  percent  of  the  aggregate  value 
of  standing  timber  on  the  lsnd'_,  and  these  payments  vfould  be  appor- 
tioned among  the  counties  on  the  basis  of  the  fair  value  of  the 
standing  timber  situated  in  each  county);  {2)  25  percent  of  gross 
receipts  from  conservation  lands  v/ithin  the  State  other  than  :  the 
receipts  for  sales  of  timber-  and  sales  of  land;  (3)  a  sum  Yxhich- 
ivhcn  added  to  the  amounts  payable  under  (l)  and  (2)  is  sufficient 
to  make  the  total  apportionment  for  each  county  equal  to  1-f  percent 
of  the  acquired  conservation  lands  in  that  county.  If  payments 
calculated  under  (l),  (2)  and  (S)  are  still  less  then  ?  percent  of 
the  value  of  acquired  conservation  lands  in  a.  given  county,  addi- 
tional payments  are  to  be  made  to  the  State  in  an  amount  which  will 
permit  apportionment  to  tYc.t  county  equ?.l  to  3  percent,  ■  Likevd.se, 
in  the  case  of  counties  whose  apportionments  vfould  be  in  excess  of 
3  percent,  deductions  arc  to  be  riir.de  from  the  State  quota,  "Value" 
of  conservation  lands  would  be  based  (l)  on  total  purchase  price, 
and  (2)  fair  value  at  the  time  of  acquisition  v/ith  a  decennial  ad- 
justment on  account  of  decreases  in  the  quantity  of  timber.  Money 
paid  to  a  State  and  apportioned  to  a  county  would  be  available  for 
expenditure  by  such  agencies  of  State  or  local  government,  in  such 
manner  and  for  such  purposes  as  the  State  Legislature  might  direct, 
(H.  R.  539, '-Mr.  Colmer,  January  3.) 

Water  Utilization 

Flood  Control 

Arkansas  Valley  Authority.  Vi'ould  create  an  authority  for 
the  basis  of  the  Arkansas,-  Saint  Francis,  Red  and  "ivhite  Rivers, 
patterned  after  the  TVA,  vri.th  the  objective  of  developing  natural 
resources  useful  for  the  general  vrclfare  during  times^\?f  peace  and 
for  national  defense  during  tLmcs  of  vfar,  (H.-R,  18237"- I.lr ,  Ellis, 
January  10;  S.  280,  I'Ir.  Miller  and  ¥jrs.  Caraway,  January  10.) 
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l/  ri-occovrf  ?.  In-'-  or/v.tion  r'lo-  n  on  t'tic  c'l^-rt  r.r  s  the  r  -ost  accu- 
rate and  co--:^"' (.'t^^  avc'ilable  on  Jc-nuc.ry  al,  T.'.e  chart  -aj.ll  be 
corrected  dro-a  tine  to  tine  in  tha  cerii-inonthly  isfaies  o:-"  the 
Bulletin . 

Z/    Recessed  Jrnui\ry  25  to  '  arch  1. 

3/    lelers  oaly  to  LlMe  of  bi'l.    --.'■'''ition        tfa't  nay  be  r^ride  any 

tine  y.p  to  Z  days  beiorp  a(' journrient . 
4/'    r'reli:ainai-',^  session  convened    January  ?.o    and.  adjhourned.  January 

22. 

5/    Senate  -  50  days  ear; apt  by  \inaniynous  consent  by  eo]:aai..ttee j  none 

alter       days  c:::cept  aperonriation  bi'ls. 
6/    heccssod  Januazy  15  to  Januai-y  2c. 
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7/  A  bill  has  been  introduced  dinging  the  current  session  which 
would  submi.t  to  the  voters ^  a  i:roposal  to  pD.ace  the  meetings  of 
the  legislature  on  a  biennial  rather  th?n  an  arjiual  basis,  as 
is  the  case  at  present.     (H.  3,  36.) 
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1/ 

STATE  LEGISLATION  -  BILLS  INTRODUCED 


Conservation 

Minerals 

-'f-  Indiana  -  Oil  Conservation.  Gives  State  Conservation  De- 
partment further  regulation  of  oil  production.  Levies  one-fourth 
of  a  cent  a  barrel  crude  oil  tax  to  defray  expenses  of  enforcing 
Act.     (H.  B.  115^  I^r.  O'Connor.) 

Soils 


Indiana  -  Strin  Mining  Regulations, 
operators    to    reolant  all  lands  stripoed  or 
shall  have  been  olaced  on  receipt  of  a  permib 
partment.     (H.  B.  136,  I'lr.  O'Connor,  et  al.) 

Maine  -  Nerv;  District  En-iblin.r^  Act ,  Would  provide  a  State 
Soil  Conservation  ConuTiittec  and  authorize  the  establishment  of  Soil 
Conservation  Districts  along  lines  similar  to  those  prescribed  in 
the  "Standard  Act."  Sections  relating  to  the  adoption  of  land  use 
regulations  have,  however,  been  omi.tted,  and  the  bill  has  been 
shortened  ih  some  other  respects.     (S.  F.  51,  J.lr.  Findlen.) 


Cooperatives 

Marke  t  ing  C  o  ope  rat  ive  s 

Tennessee  -  Amendm^ents .  An  Act  to  amend  Section  3825  of 
the  Official  Code  of  the  State  of  Tennessee,  said  Section  being  a 
porti.on  of  the  laws  loertaining  to  cooDjrabive  marketing  associa- 
tions.    (H.  E.  88,  S.  B.  64.) 

Rural  Electrification  Cooperatives 

Maine  -  Organization  o_£  Gooperg.tives .  Yfould  authorize  the 
creation  of  non-profit  membership  cooperatives  for  the  puruose  of 
generatin;^  and  distributing  electrical  energv  to  "members,  to  gov- 
ernmental agencies  and  political  subdivisions,  ond  to  other  persons 
not  in  excess  of  ton  oercent  of  the  number  of  its  members."  No  re- 
strictions are  placed  in  the  disposition  of  electricity  through 
cold  storage    or    processing  plants.      The  iisual  cooperative  provi- 


Requires    strip  mine 
forfeit  a  bond  which 
from  Conservation  De- 


1/    Starred  items  indicate  that  a  copy  of  tho  bill  was  not  availa- 
ble* the  reference  is  to  title  only. 
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sions  apply  to  the  organization,     (H.  E.  137,  ?5r.  Pdchardson.) 

Vermont  -  Rural  Electrification  Board.  To  systematically 
program  the  electrification  of  unelectriiied  arjas  and  to  promote 
farm  electricity,  a  "Boated  of  Rural  Slec briiication  Cooperation"  is 
created,  consisting  of  one  representative  eacli  of  the  general  pub- 
lic, the  agricultural  industry,  and  electrical  utilities.  The 
Boa,rd  is  to  coordinate  electrical,  activities,  advise  other  agencies, 
and  disseminatB  publicity  in  the  interests  of  further  electrifica- 
tion. No  administrative  poivcrs  are  given  the  Board,  (S,  3.  3,  I'Ar, 
Douglass,) 

Credit  and  Insurance 

Public  Credit 

Massachusetts  -  Small  Loau  Bank .  Would  create  a  Sta.te  bank 
for  the  rjurpose  of  making  sm.all  loans  (up  to  Jr300)  secured  by 
either  personal  property  or  Yizge  assignments  at  a.  rate  of  interest 
not  exceeding  one  percent  per  month.  The  bank  would  come  under  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  State  Treasurer's  Department  -''-nd  would  be  con- 
trolled by  three  commissioners  aoriointed  by  the  Governor,  (H.  B, 
479,  Sullivan  0 

-"-  Montana  -  Seed  Viiheat  Loans ,  "A  mem-orial  to  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States  of  A:Tierica  requesting  the  cancellation  of  all 
seed  -i''^-eat  loan  contracts  now  existing  between  certain  farmers  of 
the  State  of  Montana  and  the  •Jnitod  States  of  Am.crica."  (H.  J.  M, 
14,  Mr.  Scott,) 


Forestry 

Fire  Control 

Maine  —  Slash  Dis'eosition,  Increases  the  restrictions  of 
th'^  slash  law  by  requiring  that  a  disposition  be  mcdo  of  dc:bris  and 
inflammable  material  as  a  result  of  forest  cutting.  (H.  B.  142, 
Mx.  Preble.) 

Forest  Management 

Massachusetts  -    Claesification  and  Taxation  of  Forest  Land . 

Amends  the  forest  laiv  by  providing  that  the  ov/ner  does  not 
have  to  apply  to  assessors  in  "\Titini^  for  a  forest  tax  classifica- 
tion, but  that  such  land  is  automatically  classified  as  forest  land 
when  not  valiied  at  more  than  $25  per  acre,  and  when  not  incompati- 
ble mth  forest  production.  In  case  of  dispute  over  classification 
the  decision  of  an  arbitrating  coimnitte:;  com.posed  of  the  State  for- 


Gstcr  and  tvro  other  persons  is  finrJ.,  The  arbitrating  committee 
also  decides  a  dispute  inhere  the  assessor  feels  the  land  has 
reached  maturity,  and  is  more  valuable  for  other  uses  than  the  Dro- 
duction  of  timber.     (H.  B.  362,         Partridge  J 

T'-fassachusetts  -  Compensation  for  CCC  Work,  Reversinc7  the 
F'5deral  aid  process,  li'iassachusetts  has  ,  introduced  a  bill  vdiich 
ivould  provide  that  one-half  of  the  proceeds  of  the  s  ale  of  forest 
products,  which  has  resulted  from  the  operations  of  the  Civilian 
Conservation  Corps,  shall  be  naid  to  the.  Treasurer  of  the  United 
States.  The  ahiount  is  to  be  determined  by  the  Commissioner  of  Con- 
servation,    (h,  B,  30.) 

Massachusetts  -  Exercise  of  Police  Pov/er ,  To  give  more  po- 
lice poY^rer  to  forest  employees,  this  bill  provides  that  forest  su- 
pervisors, park  superintendents  and  laborers  ra<ay  exercise  all  the 
powers  of  constables,  except  service  of  civil  process,  and  powers 
of  police  officers  if  so  authorized  in  writin;^  by  the  State  Commis- 
sioner,    (H,  B,  32.) 

Massachusetts  -  National  Defense.  Tho'  Commissioner  of  Con- 
servation would  be  authorized  to  lease  State  forest  Lands  to  the 
United  States  for  defense  purposes,     (U.  B,  27.) 

Ma s^s a chu s o tt s  -  Reg^alation,  Recognizing  the  relation  of 
forests  to  general  soil  conservation  principles,  and  recognizing 
that  the  State  com.monwealth  must  cooperate  more  closely  with  pri- 
vate oYmers  in  the  management  of  for(;jst  lands,  the  Director  of  the 
Division  of  Forestry  of  the  Department  of  Conservation  i\o-',ild  ho  au-» 
thorized  to  divide  the  State  into  from  four  to  six  regions.  Each 
of  these  regions  ivould  have  an  advisory  committee  of  from,  five  to 
seven  persons,  composed  of  representatives  of  the  several  classes 
of  forest  oTOers  and  the  public.  After  public  hearings,  the  Gov- 
ernor, with  the  aid  of  the  advisory  committee,  would  prom.ulgate 
standards  for  the  respective  regions,  _  These  standards  could  be  a— 
mended  by  the  Director  in  consulta,tion  mth  the  regional  com]nittees 
after  public  hearings;,  and  after  approval  by  the  Governor  and  coun- 
cil. Any  owner  of  forest,  who  desires  to  cut  products  for  other 
than  home  use,  or  the  stumpago  vaJ.ue  of  which  exceeds  S25,  must  se- 
cure advance  permission  from  the  Director,  Nothing  in  the  bill, 
however,  is  to  be  construed  as  preventing  the  clearing  of  forest 
land  if  the  ].and  so  cleared  is  to  be  .  used  for  other  than  timber 
growing,     (H,  B,  521,  Mr,  Partridge.) 

Massachusetts  -  Use  of  State  ^j-'brests,  Would  authorize  the 
use  of  State  fortsts  by  any  agency  of  the  Commonwealth  so  long  as 
that  use  is  in  the  public  interest,     (H,  B,  28,) 
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Orego'n  -  Standard  Saw  Log  'Rule .  vfould  empoTrer  the  State  De- 
partment of  Agriculture,  after  in\re;-:t  if  ration  and  public  hearing,  to 
adopt  a  standard  lo;^  rule  for  determining  board  foot  content  of  saw 
lo?s.  All  transportation,  pui^chase,  and  sale  of  saw  logs  vrould  be 
made  on  the  basis  of  the  standard  rule.     (H,  p.,  Zy  Isr-,  Greenwood.) 

Oregon  -  Trees  Along  Hi ""hways «  Would  authorise  the  Highway 
CoiTimission  to  remove  trees  from  privately  oTmed  oroperty  adjoining 
the  right  of  way  of  primary  or  secondary  State  highways,  vrlien  in 
its  judnnent  these  trees  constitute  a  harvard  to  the  traveling  pub- 
lic.    (S.  B.  9.) 

ITisconsin  -  Reforestation  Inducements.  'Yould  amend  the 
statute  which  exempts  vj'ood  lots  with  a  slope,  of,  more  than  30  per- 
cent from  taxatioTi,  in-  consideration  of  the  adoption  by  the  owner 
of  certain  conservation  practices.  The  -principal  effect  of  the 
proposed  amendment  would-  be  to  limit  the  requirement  that  the  land 
be  fenced,     (S.  B.  31,  Mr,  Cashman.) 

Reforestation 

y/isconsin  -  Depart m.ent  o^  Reforestation .  Would  create  a  nevf 
Department  in  the  exocutix'"e  branch  of  the  State  CTOvernment  'with  a 
Director  appointed  by  •  the  Governor  from  among  the  residents  of  the 
northern  cut-over  are;i,  to  promote  reforestation.  It  i/^ould  (a)  co- 
operate y/ith  county.  State,  and  Federal  officials  in  the  adminis- 
tration of  forestry  projects  wa.^re  the"  interests  of  several  levels 
of  Government  overlao;  (b)  utilize  reports  and  '  findings  of  the 
State  Planning  Board;  and  (c)  exercise  general  advisorj?-  supervision 
'over  the  ad,ministration  of  all  State  agencies  engaged  in  reforesta- 
tion. An  annual  appropriation  of  $25,000  would  -be  authorized,  (A. 
B,  14,  :ir.  Berquist.) 

C-  over  rune  nt  al  Cooperation 

Interstate 

IVyoming  -  Intarstatj  Compacts,  TTould  authorize  the  Inter- 
state Stream^s  Commissioner  to.  nes^otiate  a  compact  mth  the  State  of 
Colorado  respecting  the  equitable  division,  regulation,  control, 
administration  and  distribution  of  tlie  waters  of  the  Little  SnnJce 
River  and  its  tributaries,  Demrb;/  co'-amissioners  vfould  be  appointed 
to  assist  in  adjnini  strati  on  of  the  Act.     (H,  B,  20,  ¥x.  Grieve,) 

G o V e r njTie n b a  1  S t r n. c t u r e  and  Administration 


State 

Itichigan  -  Department    of    Agriculture.      These    three  bills 
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would  make  revisions  in  the  administrative  set-up  of  the  State  De- 
partment of  Agriculture.  The  first  would  make  the  chief  executive 
officer  of  the  Department  appointive  by  the  State  Board  of  Ar^ricul- 
ture  instead  of  the  Governor;  the  second  vrould  set  up  a  Commission- 
er of  Agriculture 5  to  be  elected  every  four  years;  and  the  third 
would  vest  administrative  powers  in  a  non-partisan  commission  com- 
posed of  five  members,  appointed  by  the  Governor  and  subject  to 
confirmation  by  the  Senate.     (H,  B.  5,  14,  19,  ¥x.  Post.) 

Montana  -  G^ernment  Inve s t i gat i on .  Would  create  a  noint 
legislative  committee  foi-  the  mirDose  of  studying  and  investigating 
the  loresent  governm.ental  organization  of  the  State  with  a  view  to 
recommending  legislation  for  action  at  this  Session  v;hich  would  de- 
crease government  agencies,  effect  consolidations  of  services,  in- 
sure economics  in  operation,  and  eliminate  alleged  emergency  pow- 
ers, functions  and  bodies.     (^'i.  J.  R.  1,  Mr.  Toomey^  ot  al.) 

Local 

North  Dakota  -  County  Offices .  Would  amend  the  Constitution 
by  changing  population  requircm.ents  of  county  offices.  In  counties 
of  E0,000  or  loss,  the  offices  of  county  judge  and  clerk  of  dis- 
trict court  woiild  be  combined,  and  in  counties  of  8,000  or  less,  the 
offices  of  judge,  clerk  of  district,  court,  and  register  of  deeds 
would  be  combined,     (-i.  C.  R.  29,  llr,  S.-^/mington,  et  al.) 

South  Carolina.  -  County  Government.  VJould  provide  a  county 
manager  form  of  Government  for  Darlington  County.     (H,  B.  30.) 

Land  Development 

Drainage  and  Irrigation  Projects 

Idaho  -  Division  of  lYater  Districts .  Outlines  a  procedure 
for  the  division  of  existing  water  districts  upon  petition  of  a  ma- 
jority of  the  oivners  of  decreed  v;ater  rights,  (H,  B,  30,  A'tr. 
Beck.) 

Montana  -  LilLkic.  Missouri  Project .  A  memorial  for  the 
construction  of  a  water  conservation  project  in  the  valley  of  the 
Little  Kissouri  Ri^-er  to  irrigate'  Wyoming  and  Montana  lands  in  the 
Little  Missouri  V;,...:.±ey.     (H.  J»  M,  3,  Mr.  Oliver.) 

Wisconsin  -  Agricultural  or  Sanitary  Drainage .  Outlines  a 
procedure  which  could  be  collowed  by  persons  who  Y>dsh  to  construct 
underground  drainage  sj^stems  through  adjoining  lands,  for  agricul- 
tural or  sanitary  purposes,  when  the  parties  concerned  are  unable 
to  agree  on  conditions  or  compensation  for  dam.ages.  After  public 
notice  and  hearing,  the  supervisors  of    the  town  would  have  the  au- 
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thority  to  fix  ,  tho  point  of  entr'ince  and  exj.t  and  to  designate  the 
general  course  of  the  drainage  structure,  as  v/ell  as  to  indicate 
the  conditions  under  vj-hich  it  might  be  repaired,  and  the  compensa- 
tion to  be  paid  the  adjoining  landovmer.     (S.  B.  8,  I.Ir.  Freehoff.) 

Ifyoming  -  Case-Yflieeler  Act  Memorial.  Memorializes  Congress 
to  amend  the  Case-'ifeeeler  Act  (Riblic  848,  75th  Congress)  and  the 
Reclamation  Act  by  Gli;ainating  the  excess  land  provisions  when 
these  provisions  affect  lands  having  old  virp.ter  rights.  It  is  con- 
tended that  "orovisions  which  place  land  on  the  same  basis  as  land 
under  the  Reclamation  Act  render  the  Case-'./heeler  Act  inoperative. 
(H.  J.  M.  1,  Mr.  Mayland.).       -     '     '  ' 


Land  Tenure 

Homestead  Exemption  an'd  ' Graduated  Land  Tax- 

•  ■       Georgi'i  -  Homestead  Exomptions.      Would  determine  value  of 
homesteads  ruid  would'. fjjc  ihe  amount  of  exemption.^    (H,  B.  149.) 

Landlord-Tenant  Rglationshios  '   ■  ■ 

North  Da-kota  -  L.i^jidlord  Liens.  '  Viniore  farm,  leases  contain 
provisions  regarding  crop  titles,  this  bill  vfould  require  it  to  be 
filed  in  the  Office  of  the  Register  _  of  Deeds.  Ftiilure  to  file 
would  constitute  a  waiver  by  the  lessor  of  all  rights  reserved  by 
him  against  subsequent  purchases  or  encumbrances  by^  the  lessee. 
(H.  B,  33,  ".'jr.  Hogoboom,  ot  al.) 

I.Iontana  -  Selection  of  Homesteads.  A  bill  "bo  amend  Sec- 
tion 6968  of  the  Revised  Codes  of  Ifcntana  of  1935,  as  amended  by 
Section- 1  of  Chapter  166  .of  the  laws  enacted  by  the  TWenty^-Fifth 
Lcgis?La'bive  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Montana,  relating  to  the  se- 
lection of  homesteads,  the  quantity  of  land  to  be  included  therein 
and  the  value  thereof,  and  of  the  dwelling  house  and  appurtenances, 
and  the  basis  of  such  value."     (H,  B.  35,  Fr.  Toole.) 

Georgia  -  Rent  Coj-^tre-cts .  An  amend?iicnt  to  provide  for  the 
termination  of  rent  contracts  on  far:n  .Ir.nds  vrheve  ho  tinte  is  speci- 
fied, termination  to  gxnire  .on  rocember  1,     (^T,  B.  96.) 

Succession  and  Transfer  of  Real  Rroperty  ■ 

Michigan  -  Contestinp:  Titles.  Under  the  Drovisions  of  this 
bill,  no  action  can  be  commenced  against  the  title  to  real  property 
when  the  claim  to  title  is  based  on  a  break  or  breaks  in  the  chain 
of  title  occurrin<7  25  years  or  more  prior  to  the  commencement  of 
the  suit.  The  defendent  need  only  prove  tiiat  the  nlaintiff  is  oro- 
hibited  from  bringing  the  action    by    this  provision,     and  does  not 


need  to  prove  his  title  to  the  real  property  in  dispute,  (S,  B, 
31,  ^fr.  Carpenter.)  ,    ■    ■  . 


Mchigan  -  .Land  Titles,  These  two  bills  are  concerned  v^'ith 
the.. procedure  of  a,bstracts  of  title  of  lands  in  counties.  Bill  No* 
5  v/ould  raerely  give  the  Board  of  Supervisors  in  the.  county,  .by; 'mafct 
jority  vote,  the  rif^ht  to  establish  a,  tract  index  for  the  countye 
Bill  Noe  12  Tfould  repeal  entirely  the  county  systems  of  abstracting 
titl:;  to  lands.     (S,' B.  5,  12,  Ifr,  Burhans,) 

Michigan  -  Re.^istered  ?arm  Name^s «  ''fould  permit  the'  ovmer  of 
any  farm  to  hav.,  the  name  of  the  farm,  tpgether  ^ilth  a  legal  de- 
scription o.f  the  lands  to  v/hich  the  naip.e  applies,  recorded  in  a 
registe.r  kept  by  the  State  Commissioner'  of  .Agriculture,  Once  the 
name  has  been . recorded,  and  so"  long  as  it  remains  uncancelled,  no 
other  registration  by  the ■ s ame " name  could  be  granted,  nor  any  ad— 
vortiseiTiiint  made  'under  that  name  ■'v-dthout  the  permission  of  the  ovm- 
er.  Mien  there  is  transfer  of  titlOp-  the  tr.ansfer  Y/culd  include 
the  registered  name.     (3,  3,  25,  Llt.  Brake.) 

Marketing 

Inspecticn,  Standardization,  and  GradinR  of  Farm  Products 

Nebraska  -  A-ople  Grading.  The  Director  of  Agriculture  vfould 
be  empowered  to  set  up  rules  and  regula.tions  concerning  the  gr:jiding 
and  inspection  of  apples  within  the  State.  Five  grades  of  apples 
are  provided  for.  Certificates  of  grade  would  be  requ.ired  for 
shipments  of  apples  into  the  State.     (L.  B,  58.) 

New  Hampshire  —  F'~od  and  Drug  Law.  Would  amend  statutes  "to 
make  them  as  consistent  as  possible  with  the -rules  and  regulations 
of  the  Federal  Food,  Drug,  and  Cosmetic  Act,     (H,  B,  35,  Ivlrs-r  Otis) 

Tennessee  -  Dairy  iSubstituto  "Control.  Bills  defining  ole- 
omargarine aiid  Drescribing  regulations  to  govern  manufacture.  (H. 
B.  190,  231,  S."  B,  151.)  ^ 

Licensir;?  and  Pegiilation  of  ..Handl'-rs 

N-rbh  Dakota  -  W-'ol  Doal^vr ' s'  License^  Amends  the  North  Da- 
kota law  ror-tivo  to  licensing  dealers  in  livestock  .by  providing 
that  a  wool  dealer's  license  shall  be  $1,0,  Tvdth  SS  fnr  each  addi- 
tional agent  aop'inted,  but  n^t  to  exceed  $50,  Bond  is  to  be  fur- 
nished of  n-t  less  than  ,p3000  or  more  than  ^]>50,000..,  '(S.  B.  59,  Ivtr. 
loung,  et  al. )  ...  -        '  ■   .  •. 
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Surpltis  ?.Iarkebing 

New  l^ork  -  Milk  Dj.si:rihution»  Declaring  that  the  -Droduc— 
tion,  procGssiiig,  transportation,  sale,  and  distribiit:  on  of  -nilk 
is  affected  with  the  public  interest,  this  bill  would  authorize 
cities  to  engage  in  thot  activity  in  order  to  suDply  their  o^m 
needs  or  those  ox  consuners.     (A,  B.  265,  Mr,  Wachtel.) 

Planning  and  Evaluation  of  Prorrrans 

Land  sjid  Natural  Resource  Plajming 

Indiana  ^  State  Planning  Board .  Repeals  the  1935  Act 
which  created  the  .  State  Planning  3oard.  (3.  3,  8,  J'fr.  Ferris  et 
al.) 

l^Kissp chusetts  -  State  'Planning  Board,  Increased  power  would 
be  given  the  State  Planning  Boa.rd  by  abolishing  the  Division  of 
Metropolitan  Planning  of  the  I'letropolitan  district  CoinniLssion,  The 
Board  membership  v'ould  be  increa.^ed  from  nine  to  ten,  and  it  would 
assume  all  planning' functions  ^-xithin  the  metrooolitan  districts. 
The  Board  would  havi  the  power,  ^in  cooperation  mth  local  agencies, 
to  make  over-all .  planning  sur^roys  .  in  dny  area.  (H,  B.  481,  Ifr, 
IVinslow.) 

Wisconsin  -  State  Pl-Hining  Boar  do  ITould  repeal  statutes 
creating  the  State  Planning  Board.     (S,  B.  5,  ^'ir.  3ro-;m.) 


Public  Finance 

Borrovving,  Sankru.ptcy  "nd  Debt  Ad.-iustment 

Montana  -  Floating  Ind.i'-'tedn^ss.  Relates  to  "the  floating 
indebtedness  of  countios  outstsiiding  '-.t  the  close  of  business  on 
the  thirtieth  dr'.j  of  June,  1941,  and  provides  for  the  le\r^''ing  of 
speciaJ.  taxes  or  the  issua.nce  of  funding  bonds  to  pay  such  indebt- 
edness w-hen  the  sani;.;.  exceeds  a  certain  amount,"     (M.  B,  37.) 

_  ■  North  Dakota  -  County  Indebtedness .  In  order  to  allov;  coun- 
ty governments  to  take  advantage  of  current  Icsit  interest  rates, 
this  bill  v/ould  validate  proceedings  already  tpken  for  refunding 
debts.     (H,  B.  1,  Mr.  Fitzh arris,  et  al. ) 

Oregon  -  Bond  Issues.  ViTould  authorize  the  State  or  my  of 
its  political  subdivisions,  including  school  districts,  irrigation 
districts,  flood  control  districts,  and  the  lilce  to  refund  existing 
indebtedness.  Debt  limitations  imposed  by  law  Yxould  not  anply  and 
notes  or  v/n.rrants  issued  for  refunding  purposes  would  not  thereaf- 
ter be  open  to  contest  by  the  issuing  body.     (S.  B,  19.) 
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Financial  Administration 

Soiath  Carolina  -  Biennial  Tax  Levies.  "fJovld,  by  constitu- 
tional a:::endrrierit,  change  the  tax  le^ry  .froin  an  annual  to  a  bierjiial 
basis e  This  is  to  harmonize  Tdth  the  amendment  that  the  Legisla- 
ture y/ill  hereafter  m.eet  only  in  biennial  sessions.     (H.  B,  58.) 

Revenue  Sour res 

liassachusetts  -  Conflict  of  Taxation.  Since  the  Federal 
Government  is  making  increasing  irjroads  upon  local  taxation  sources, 
this  resolution  mem.orializes  Congress  to  set  aside  a  portion  of  any 
new  Federal  taxes  levied  on  llassachusetts  people,  the  funds  to  be 
turned  back  to  cities  and  toYms  for  use  in  lov/ering  real  estate 
taxes.     (H,  3.  689,  L:r,  Donlan.. } 

Public  Land  Administration 

General  Management  Problems 

Arizona  -  I"X.nagement  of  State  Property  Acquired  by  Tax  Deed. 
V/ould  require  the  Board  of  S-o.pervisors,  each  year  to  deliver  to  the 
Statd  Land  "Department,  'a  list  of  State  t'^x  deed  property  vdthin  the 
coujnty,  and  an  itemized  statemicnt  of  tax  penalties  and  costs  a- 
gainst  each  tract.  The  State  Land  Department  would  then  be  author- 
ized to  administer  the  lands.  Lease  or  sale  of  property  may  be 
m.ade  mthout  regr^rd  to  the  amioiont  of  taxes,  and  exchanges  may  be 
made  ?.dth  the  United  States.  The  distribution  of  revenue. from 
lease  or  sale  would  be  divided  accord.ing  to  interest  costs  and 
county  and  State  portions  of  the  tax,     (H.  B.  23,  llr.  Jameson.) 

Idaho  -  State  Land  Leases.  ITould  amend  existing  lavrs  so  as 
to  permit  the  leasi:ig  of  State  school  Ifinds  for  a  term  of  five 
years  and  the  leasing  of  all  other  State  lands  (except  miineral 
lands)  for  a  term  of  ten  years.     (3,  B,  8,  Mr.  Foreman,  et  al.) 

Idaho  -  State  I^'.nd  Leases .    Vj'ould  require  pajanent  of  rentals 
in  advance    on    lerses    of    all    except  mneral  lands;  although  the 
Board  of  Land  Coiiimissioners  ifould  be  authorized  to  grant  extensions 
to  i'lovember  1  in  consideratioii  of    the  payment  of  interest  from  the 
"day  the  rental  vvas  due.     (S.  B.  9,  li'.  Talboy,  et  al.) 

North  E.'.kota  -  Crop  Liens .  The  State  vrould  be  given  a  crop 
lien  for  defaulted  rentals  or  unpaid  claims  for  dama.ge  to  lands  be- 
longing to  it.  The  lien  vrould  be  applicable  as  well  to  buildings 
and  other  improvements.  Transfer  of  the  property  would  subject  the 
new  tenant  to  prior  unpaid  liens,     (S.  E.  51,  Mr.  Tvreten.) 

North  Dakota  -  Reservation  of  Mineral  Rights.      The  reserva- 


tion  hj  the  State  of  half  the  ininerals  underlying  lands  "vvhich  it 
transfers  to  other  parties  i^('ould  be  mace  the  universal  rule^  ivheth- 
er  so  specified  in  the  certS.ficate  of  transfer  or  not.     (H.  B.  55.) 

South  Carolina  -  Forfeited  Land  Coriiir.ission»  Ti'ould  decrease 
the  nijuriber  of  rp,oinbers  on  the  Dorchester  County  Comrission  and  add 
to  its  pc/icrs,  Nevf  powers  to  be  granted  would  include:  (l)  per- 
fection of  title 3  (2)  improvement J  lease  or  sale  of  lands  and  (0) 
maintenance  of  lai-ids  '/.nthin  the  CormTiiscicn ' s  jui^isdiction-.  'The 
county  treasurer  would  be  responsible  for '  accounting:  of  land  pro- 
ceeds ^  ten  percent  of  which  v.-ou-ld  be  set  aside  to  meet  ad-ministra- 
tive  costs.     (S.  B.  11^  I.'b.  Parler.) 

Tennessee  -  National  Defense ,  Bills  refer  to  acquisition 
of  land  by  the  State  for  State  and  National.  dcf'.,nsc  purposes. 
(K.  B.  75/"  73,  S,  3.  51,  52.) 

Tennessee  -  Hipihwajy"  Condemnation  Procedure .  An  Act  to 
regulate  'the  time  of  final  assessment  of  dcumages  in  em.inent  doma.in 
cases  where  the  State  or  any  political  subdivision  thereof  condemns 
land  for  highv/ay  or  street  piirposcs.     (H.  B.  63.) 

Park  and  Recreation  Lands 

Ilassachusutts  State  Recreation  Authority.  Recognizing  the 
importance  of  he;;lth  and  recreation,  this  bill  proposes  to  create  a 
"State  Authority  for  Health,  Recreation  and  the  Safeguarding  of  the 
Tourist  Ind.ustry."  The  authority  is  given  the  power  to  acquire  ti- 
tle to  all  land  bordering  any^/mere  on  the  coastline  of  I'lassachu- 
setts  upon  which  there  are  no  str'actures  "for  a  depth  of  one-half 
mile  from  the  sea  at  mean  lov/  tide."  Batliing  facilities  ?-re  to  be 
developed  in  this  area.  In  areas  named  in  the  bill,  the  State  au- 
thority is  also  given  power  to  develop  trailer  and  recreational 
sites.  For  this  authority'",  an  annual  appropriation  of  ( 1,000,000 
is  made.     (K.  B.  2S8,  lUr,  licHugh.) 

New  Yorh  -  Par''-:  Facilities .  Would  3.iiiend  the  conservation- 
law  so  as  to  add  to  the  povAer  of  the  park  division,  authority  for 
const  rue  tin_;_  and  operating  public  f 'icilitic  s  in  State  parks  and  for 
leasing  them  for  periods  of  not  to  orceed  ten  years.  (A.  B.  85,  S; 
B.  80,  Messrs.  La^-rrence  and  Stokes.) 

Yfildlife  Refuges 

Idaho  -  County  Fish  Hate  her  ic  s  .  Vfould  a\:-thorize  Boards  of 
County  Com.mdssioners  to  undertake  operation  and  maintenance  of  fish 
hatcheries  and  rearing  ponds,  or  to  assist  individuals,  quasi-pub- 
lic or  riunicipal  corporations  in  the  propagation  ajid  distribution 
01  game  fish  -/ithin  the  county.  For  this  purpose  a  special  tax 
levy  of  not  to  exceed,  one-quarter  mill  on  the  dollar  would  be  au- 
thorized.    (H.  3.  4.) 
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Services' t'o  Ao:ri. culture 

Agriculture  Promotion 

Michig:an  -  Apple  Production.  Would  repeal  the  1938  Act, 
which  authorized  a  research,  publicity,  and  sales  promotion  program 
to  incr;?ase  the  consumption  of  Michigan  grorm  apples.  (H.  B,  58, 
Ivir.  Handy.) 

North . Dakota  -  Durum    Mieat .      To    encourage    development  of 
Durum  'I'l'heat,  the  Commissioner  of  Agriculture  and  Labor  vDuld  be  au- 
.  thorised  bo  disse;ninate  publicity  and  assist    in    seed  propogation. 
■  (H,  3.  30,  lltr.  Fitch,  et  al.) 

-  Agriculture  Ressearch 

Oregon  -  Branch  Experiment  Station.  Vfould  provide  ^ilO,000 
for  construction  and  $10,000  annual].y  for  maintenance  of  a  branch 
agricultural  o:5<p eriment  station  in  Malheur  County,  (H.  B,  20,  Mr. 
Staples,  et  al.) 

Pest  and  Weed  Control  ■  ■  ■ 

Massachusetts  -  Rag  Weed  Control.    Proposcsto  create  a  spe- 
cial co:mnission  to  study    and    report  upon  legislation  for  the  con- 
trol of  ragweed.     (H.  3,  271,  Iifr.  Fletcher.) 

Idaho  -  Noxious  ^Teed  Commission.  Would  create  the  office  of 
Noxious  'Yijed  Commissioner  to  be  filled  ex  officio  by  the  Comimis- 
sioncr  of  Agriculture  and  would  enable  him  to  accept  Federal  aid  as 
vfoll  as  to  make  regulations  governing  weed  control.     (H.  B,  23.) 

Taxation  of  Real  Property 

AsscsGm.ent,  LeA/y  and  Collection 

Arizona  -  Exemption  of  Intijrest/.  vfould-  exempt  interest  on 
all  taxes  delinquent  October  1,  1940,  if  paid  before  December, 
1941 5  the  entire  spin  exempted,  however,  in  the  .case  of  State,  coun- 
ty, and  school  district  taxes  is  not  to  exceed  |500.  (H,  B.  26, 
Jfr.  Dudley.) 

Ma- s s a c hu s e 1 1 s  —  Taxation  on  (''■vom.ns.  Crops .  Proposal  for  a 
constitutional  amendment  to'  prohibit  the  levying  of  taxes  upon 
growing  crops.  Gromng  crops  are  defined  as  any  living  plaaits  used 
in  the  sustenan.ce  and  shelter  for  protection  of  hiiman  beings.  (H. 
B.  687,  Mr.  Andrews.)       '     ■  '  • 


-  20  - 


Massachusetts  -  Tp.x  Title  Sales,  Arri.ends  proceduies  in  the 
sale  of  tax  delinquent  land  by  providing  that  the  publication  car- 
rying the  notice  need  not  describe  in  detail  the  land  for  sale,  but 
that  such  description  shall  roppear  in  posted  notices,  T"'  e  pasting 
of  notice,  deadline  is  changed  from  three  to  two  weeks,     (t',  "B,  44.) 

Mas s achuset 1 5_  -  Tex  Title  Sales.  Adds  tvro  new  pre.,  isions  to 
the  sa,lo  of  lov^-valiie  land  by  providing:  (l)  that  the  treasurer 
must  certify  to  the  comj.iissionor  all  evidence  essential  -  r^-  the  va- 
lidity'" of  tax  titles  for  lov/-va].ue  lands,  and  (?. )  no  ii  terest  or 
right  of  redempti-^n  in  the  land  may  bo  asserted  by  any  pc  rson  once 
the  land  has,  under  proper  procedure,  been  recorded,  (r,  B.  488, 
Mr,  Mahar.) 


:'ntana  -  Tax  Rode^iption.      A  bill  "to  validcat^?  and  legal- 


ize certain  contracts  for  the  repurchase  of  unredeem.ed  pr-^perty 
fr^^m  counties  by  its  form.er  o^mer  in  certain  cases,"     (H,  3.  36,) 

Miontana  -  Tax  aedempti'"-n«  A  bill  for  an  Act  entitled: 
"An  Act  t'"  a-"and  Section  2211  of  the  Revised  Codes  '"'f  Mont.ana  of 
1935,  relating  t'^  piecemeal  redeiiption  of  real  pr'^perty  s'^ld  for 
taxes,"     (H.  B.  39.) 

-y-  Montana  -  Unredeemed  Pr'^-nerty.  A  bill  "to  mend  Section 
2235  Revised  C-des  -f  M'-^ntana  1935,  as  amended  by  Chapter  131  Acts 
of  T^/renty-Sixth  Legislative  Asserably,  relating  t-^  the  sale  of  unre- 
deemed property  by  County  C~mmis3irners."     (H.  B.  13,  Mr,  Ahern.) 

Nevf  Hampshire  -  Tax  Sale  Pr'^ceeds ,  '^/here  the  pr'-^ceeds  of 
the  sale  of  tax  acquired  pr':'Derty  exceeds  the  a:nrunt  of  taxes  plus 
interest  and  c-  sts  due,  the  excess  iT'-.^ld  be  payable  vfitb  interest 
fr-'^rn  date  -^f  sale  t--  the  o-'-.rner  up- n  demand.     (H,  P,  19,  It,  Smart.) 

N-rth  Dav-ta  -  Validity    of    To.x  Titles.    Validati'  i  of  tpjc 


deed  pr--.cGodin<?,  heret '  i  ^r  :;•  taken  by  counties,  and  t'  l.'.mit  the 
tine  to  six  m/nths  fr^^m  the  date  ^^f  passage  ".in.thin  which  che  deeds 
may  be  contested,     (H,  3,  53,  lir.  M'-llet,   ot  al.) 

Tennoss  ;e  -  InGt-vLlmonb  Pa::r:eats.  To  cjoond  Sect  >ns  1545 
of  1547  of  the  Code  of  Tennessee  " by  providing --that  .hcreaft  .r  State 
and  county  ad  val'  rem.  taxes  on  land  shall  be  poyable  in  eqaal  quar- 
terly installments.     (S.  B,  138,  H.  B.  211..) 

Tennessee  -  Tax  Liens .  An  Act  t---  anend  the  1933  tax  de- 
linquency law  (Chapter  125)  b;/  pr  m'-iding  that  a  toxini=T  district  may 
discharge  State  liens  with'^ut  penalty  or  interest  ahcn  it  is  a  pur- 
chaser at  a  ta:>:  sale.     (S.  B,  136,  H,  3.  208.) 

■5'r  Tennessee  —  Tax  Receiverships .      Provides  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  receivers  to  collect  rents  on    real  property  subject  to  un- 
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paid  taxes  or  special  assessnents  rrhich  have  been  due  and  payable 
for  at  least  two  years,  and  to  Provide  the  rights,  povrers,  and  du- 
ties of  such- receivers.     (H,  B,  118,  S.  B.  159.) 

UtgJi  —  Priority  o_f  Li^ns.  Would  place  special  assessment 
liens  on  an  equal  footing  mth  general  prooerty  ta:x  liens,  and 
would  not  permt  them  to  be  extinguished  by  sale  of  the  Droee  rty  or 
the  issuance  of  an  auditor's  deed.     (H,  B,  24,  lir.  lliller,  et  al.) 

Utah  —  Real  Property  Liens,  Amends  the  lien  la'ir  so  that  the 
or/ner  may  attach  a  lien  to  his  real  property  for  the  payment  of  his 
personal  property  taxes.     (H,  B,  6,  r'r.  Els^^ood,) 

Wisconsin  -  Legislcative  ^  Indulgence .  Proposes  to  submit  to 
the  electorate  in  A-oril,  1941,  'a  constitutional  amendment  passed  by 
the  1939  Legislature,  vrhich  v/ould  permit  cities,  villages  or  toims 
'ito  collect  and  return  taxes  on  real  esto.te  located  thereon  by  op- 
tional methods,"     (A.  J.  R.  15,  l:h:.  Daugs,  et  al.) 

ViTyoming  -  Tax  Rodem.pt ion.  Permits  any  mmov  whose  property 
has  been  acquired  by  the  county  because  of  tax  delinojiency  t'^  re- 
deem such  property  prior  to  January  1,  1942,  provided  the  o-'mer 
pays  the  costs  of  the  delinquent  ta:ces  onl;/,  said  am.CTint  being  ex- 
clusive of  interests,  penalties",  and  costs.  Upon  payment,  a  cer- 
tificate of  redemption  shall  bo  issued  to  the  oimer.  (H,  B,  11, 
Mr.  Robinson,  et  al.) 

Wyoming  -  Tax  Title  V-  .lidity.  An  A^t  making  t?x;  deeds  prima 
facie  evidence  of  title  by  providing  that  vrhere  the  grantee  has  re- 
ceived tax  deeds  fromi.  the  county  treasurer  or  the  county  commis- 
sioners the  burden  of  pro^\f  in  o,i.iostioning  such  deed  shall  be  upon 
the  party  seeking  to  invalidate  the  title.     C^'^,  B,  19,  ¥t,  Gardner.) 

Exemptions  aid  Indulgences 

Maine  -  Cottages  or  Camps.      ""fould  abate    ten  percent  of  the 
city  and  t'nm  tax.  imiposed  upon  rumors  of  cottages  '"■r  camps  1^'^cated 
so  that  it  is  necessary  to  luaintain  a  private  way    to  make  them  ac- 
cessible by  means  -^i  a  vehicle,     (S.  B,  19,  '''Ir.  Bate.) 

fessachusetts  -  Real  Estate  Exemption,  Real  estate  which 
pr-'duces  n'^  rental  or  other  revenue  and  which  does  not  serve  as  the 
residence  of  the  oymer  w-^uld  be  made  tax  exempt.     (H,  B,  7.) 

Oregon  -  i'.'iutual  Telephone  Companies.  Would  exeiapt  from  tax- 
ation non-profit  co 'operative  and  mutual  telephone  companies  having 
cash  value  less  tho.n  ,?2500  and.  exempts  individually  oT/ned  telephone 
lines  having  cash  value  less  than  :;pl500.  The  exemption  vj"ould  apply 
to  any  parcel  of  land  or  building,     (S,  3.  2,  I'fr.  Steiwer,   et  a.l.) 
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Tennessee  -  Delinquent  Taxes.  These  bills  '"ruld  grant  a 
mcrat^riuin  on  real  estate  tzz<.  paynent  and  redenptirn.  (H,  E,  57, 
121,  178,  S.  B.  8G.)  - 

Tennessee  -  Mon-Prof it  Ccr-Qcratinns .  Bills  to  exempt  the 
property  of  non-profit  corDoratinns  or  associatii-ns  fron  taxation. 
(S.  B,  27,  H.  E/42.) 

Utah  —  Exemption  of  Pov;er  Plants  f r'-^n  Taxation.  Amends  the 
tp.DC  exerptj.on  laiT  applying  to  power  plants  in  their  transnission  of 
energy  for  punp  water  for  irrigation  lands  by  requiring  that  exemp- 
tion applies  ' only  to  the  counties  in  ^/(/hich  the  power  is  so  used  '"to 
the  extent  that  the  property  is  used  f'^r  such  piirp-^.se s.  The  State 
Tax  Cc'Tmission,  however,  may  set  up  State  units  instead  of  coujity 
units  in  the  distributi'^'n  •'■f  exe  nnti'^n  benefits  if  a  m.'^re  equitatilte'/ 
distribution  Till  result  thereby.  "  (H.  B.  23,  Ifr.  Miller,  et  al.) 

UtoJi  -  Government  Liens  on  Property.  Before  ■  .any"- -prcberty 
coming  into  the  hcuds  of  a  rec^elver  may  be  sold  or  trojisf erred,  the 
receiver  must  ■ps.y  all  liens  in  favor  of  the  State  of  Utah  or  anj  of 
its  taxing  units.  In  case  insufficient  liquid  assets  are  available 
at  the  time  of  the  proposed  sale  or  transfer  of  property,  the  court 
having  jurisdiction  over  the  receivership  may  authorize  a  sale  pri- 
or to  the  payment  of  the  liens,  on  condition  the  receiver  pay  them 
within  ten  da^rs,     (H,  B.  13,  Ivir,  Pace,  et  al.) 

Pa:/Tnent5  in  Lieu  of  Taxes 

Wisconsin  -  Compensation  of  School  Districts .  Would  memori- 
alize Congress  to  compensate  scho-^l  districts  for  ':txxes  on  lands 
taken  over  by  the  Federal  Government  f^-r  National  forests.  (k,  J» 
R.  5,  Ii5r.  Heden,  et  al.) 

Severance  Taxes 

Montgna  -  Ifetals  T-.'b'-nes  License  Tax.  "An  Act  to  provide 
for  the  ma.king  reports  and  statements  with  reference  to  the  met- 
als mines  license  tax  by  dissolved  corporations  or  corporations 
which  cease  to  do  business,  and  the  pa;/ment  of  the  metalliferous 
mines  license  tax."     (H.  B.  45.) 

Montana  -  Oil-Gas  Tax.  "An  Act  to  amend  Chapter  202  of 
the  State  ^f  I'lontana,  pr-^viding  the  metJi'^d  for  computing  certain 
deductions  a],  lowable  on  the  net  pr-^ceeds  to_x  in  the  pr^^ducti^n  of 
petroleum  and  natural  gas  in  Montana."     (H,  E.  44.) 

^Telfare  and  Ccmmunity  Services 

Public  Improvements 

New  York  —  Limited  Access  Highways.  Would  amend  the  highway 
law  in  relation  to  the  acquisition  of  lands  and  easements  on  lands 
required    f  ^r    State  and  county  highway  purp-:^ses,  and  would  make  it 


possible  to  designate  certain  hi;q:hvrays  in  the  State  high^vay  system 
as  "lirrited  access  highvrays."  The  right  or  easement  of  any  person 
for  access-  to  the  higbvay  from  abutting  lands  could  be  denied  ex- 
cept at  regular  junctions  r/ith  other  public  higfemys.  (A.  B,  174^ 
S,  B.  9Zy  Messrs.  Anderson  and  Page.) 

Oregon  -  Freei-:ays.  V/onld  authorize  the  State  Highway  Com- 
mission to  acquire  property  by  purchase ^  agreem.cnt  or  the  exercise 
of  eminent  doma.in  power  for  the  construction  and  maintenance  of 
freeways.  Frecwajrs  are  defined  as  public  highways  from  or  to  which 
abutting  landowners  have  no  right  of  ingress  or  egress.  They  could 
be  constructed  in  cooperation  with  county  or  municipal  authorities, 
which  authorities  vrould  have  the  pov/cr  to  close  any  existing  high- 
ways that  conflict  v/ith  the  freeways.  Division  of  costs  of  con- 
struction and  maintenance  of  freeways  would  be  by  agreement  v;ith 
the  Highway  Coi.miission  and  the  local  authority.  I.Taere  a  piece  of 
property-  l.s  dependent  upon  a  freevray  for  ingress  or  egress,  the 
Commission  Y/ould  be  required  to  provide  a  service  road  to  connect 
it  to  some  adjacent  public  highway.     (S,  B.  S.) 


ITater  Utilization 

Flood  Control 

I^fessacriusetts  -  Stream  Improvement .  The  Department  of  Pu.b- 
lic  Vforks  v/ould  be  authorized  to  remove  stream  obstructions,  en- 
gage in  c.ia.nnel  im.provem.ent  work,  build  retaining  walls  and  other- 
wise carry  out  activities  designed  to  facilitate  flood  control. 
For  this  purpose,  it  might  enter  into  necessary  agreements  ■•■dth 
landowners  and  with  local  Gove;rnments .     (H.  B.  162.) 

Michigan  -  Stream.  Control  Commission.  This  bill  would  abol- 
ish the  present  Stream  Conti'ol  Commission  which  ha^s  control  over 
pollution  of  water  in  the  State.     (H.  B.  40,  l!r.  Benedict.) 

Stream  Pollution 

Indiana  -  Oil  and  Gas_  Vfclls .  Prohibits  operators  of  oil 
and  gas  wells  from  disposing  oil  or  rufuse  in  mblic  v/aters.  ■  (S. 
B.  36,  Tfr.  Lee.) 


Zoning 

Legislatj-on  cuid  Ordinances 

Massachusetts  -  Cities  and  Towns_.  l/Vould  amend  existing  laws 
so  that  proposed  amundnents  to  zoning  ordinances  and  by-laws  could 
not  be  suppressed  without  a  report.     (H,  P.  5&S,  Ma-,  Saugus.) 


-  24  - 


Subdivision  Control  and  Real  Estate-  Licensing 

Indiana  -  Real  Estate  Comnission.  Creates  Indi?.na  Real 
Estate  Brokers  Commission  of  tlii-ee  members  to  be  appointed  by  the 
Governor  for  the  regulation,  supervision,  and  licensD.ng  of  real  es- 
tate brokers  and  salesmen.  Provides  penalities  for  violations.  (H, 
B,  156,  I'lr,  Lutes.)  .  :  . 


